Healdsburg District Hospits
department in h '

The Healthcare Foundalion
Morthern Sonoma County and the
Healdsburg District Hospital
Board of Directors have announced
that the new Fmergency Depart-
ment at Healdsburg District Hos-
pital will be named after the Wetzel
Family of Healdsburg. Harry and
Maggie Wetzel recently made o do-
nation of $2 million to the Healtiv-
care Foundation Northern Sonoma
County for Healdsburg District
Hospital.

“My wife, Maggie, and T are de-
lighted to make this contribution v
benefit Healdsburg District Hospi-
tal and we are honored that they
have named the Emergency De-
partment after our family,” said
Harry Wetzel. “Healdsburg is a
tight-knit community and we
wanted to do something that
would benefit our iriends and
neighbors. We are pleased that our
gift has made an immediate posi
tive impact on our town and that it
will continue to benefit future geii-
erations.”

Construction on the expanded
emergency room at Healdsburg
District Hospital began on Sep. 12,
2006 and is expected to concluds in
March 2007. Overall the improve-
ments will increase the emergency
staff's speed and efficiency, allow

mi{ B

»:j.

i I; an i racgnition of the gift the new
b will ke named The Wetzel Family
srivunddbrealking took place last Thursday,

iy il fw 5 $2 mllllon donation

ing them to care for twice as many
patients, while giving the patients
more privacy. Significant changes
include a centralized nurse’s sta-
ton and state-of-the-art monitor-
ing equipment that can be accessed
remotely for Web based consula-
tions with doctors at other hospi-.
tals. The project is expected to cost
approximately $3 million. In an ei-
fort to save money on construction:
costs, the hospital is the first in the
state to-install a pre-built modulal
unit.

“It's erucial that we improve our
emergency department. This is a..
critical chapter in our hospital's:
history and will be a catalyst for
future strategic initiatives,” said-
Evan Rayner, CEQ of Healdsburg
District Hospital. "Our philosophy
is to bring more services to peoplc
who live and work in Northern
Sonoma County.”

The foundation has been rasing
money for this project for the past
five years. “We are so graieful to
the Wetzel Family and all the gen-
erous members of our conumnunity
who have contributed to this ef-
fort,” said Marian Van Alyea, vice
president of the Foundation's
Board of Directors. “Our Founcla-
tion supports the hospital’s efforis
to keep excellent healthcare clos:
to home. The Welzel's and other
generous families are making that
possible.”

The Wetzel family has been a vi-
brant part of the community i
Northern Sonoma County for de-
cades. Maggie and Harry Weizc!
bought property in the aveain 1962
and then founded Alexander Val-
ley Vineyards in 1975. Maggie is an
expert on Alexander Valley histo-
ry. She and her husband restored o
home and buildings oa their prop-
erty, which uriginally belonged to
pioneer Cyrus Alexander, after
whom Alexander Valley is namd.
The Wetzel's have also generously
supported the fine arts in Sonoma
County and San Francisco.

A formal dedication and
groundbreaking of the v
Family Emergency Departoeni
was held last Thursday, Oct. 2o,
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